
Definition of carapace size classes for crab species caught in the National Marine Fisheries 

Service eastern Bering Sea trawl survey. Carapace length (CL) is measured for Paralithodes 

spp. and Erimacrus isenbeckii, while carapace width (CW with spines) is measured for 

Chionoecetes spp. 

 

 
 

Immature 

 

Mature 

 

Legal   

 

Preferred 

Paralithodes 

camtschaticus 

Bristol Bay District 

   

 

males <120 mm ≥ 120 mm ≥ 135 mm   

females <90 mm ≥  90 mm   

Pribilof District     

males <120 mm ≥ 120 mm ≥ 135 mm    

females <  90 mm ≥  90 mm   

P. platypus     

Pribilof District     

males <120 mm ≥ 120 mm ≥ 135 mm    

females < 100 mm ≥ 100 mm   

St. Matthew Island      

males < 105 mm ≥ 105 mm ≥ 120 mm   

females <  80 mm ≥  80 mm   

Chionoecetes bairdi     

East of 166° W     

males   ≥ 120 mm  ≥ 138 mm 

females   <  85 mm      ≥  85 mm   

West of 166° W     

males   ≥ 110 mm ≥ 125 mm 

females  <  80 mm   ≥  80 mm   

Chionoecetes 

opilio 
 ≥ 95 mm ≥ 78 mm  

≥ 102 mm 

 <50 mm ≥ 50 mm ≥ 50 mm  

Chionoecetes 

hybrid 
 ≥ 95 mm ≥ 78 mm  

≥ 102 mm 

 <50 mm ≥ 50 mm ≥ 50 mm  

Erimacrus 

isenbeckii 
   

 

males   ≥ 83 mm   

females     

 


